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Meet Emma,  
9 Years Old
On the �rst day of school, my teacher usually asks us 

to write about what we did over summer break.

Some kids write about vacations… Disney. Visiting 

family in New York. Going to the beach.

I stare at my paper because I don’t know how to 

write: “My little brother and I slept in the car.”

I don’t know how to explain brushing my teeth at 

McDonald’s before school. Or why all our clothes 

are stu�ed into garbage bags in the trunk. Or why 

my mom stays awake all night in the driver’s seat 

while we sleep behind her.

I worry my teacher will notice I’m tired. 

I worry my friends will ask questions. 

I worry we won’t be here long enough for me to stay 

in the same school.

V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w . S T A S O C I E T Y . o r g

Because before kids can learn, grow, and dream about 
who they want to become, they need a safe place 
to sleep, nutritious food to eat, and parents who know 
tomorrow will be okay.

It’s hard to think about children being homeless in  
St. Johns County.

Because of your support, at the Goff Family Shelter, 
more local children will have a bed, a place to do 
homework, and the stability every child deserves before 
the first school bell rings.

See How Our Community Is Helping Families 
Like Emma’s Create Strong Starts →
Whether through monthly giving, volunteering, or sharing 
our mission, you can help ensure that Emma and other 
local children have what matters most:

• A warm bed instead of a car seat.
• A table for homework after school.
• A shower before the first bell rings.
• Breakfast to start the day.

Because before a child can focus on spelling tests, 
multiplication tables, and making new friends, she needs 
to know where she’ll sleep tonight.

Your gift helps provide safe emergency shelter and a 
path to permanent housing for local families with minor 
children right here in St. Johns County.

But Before the Backpack 
Comes the Bed

St. Francis

HOUSE

in the Storm
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Scan the code or visit:  
stasociety.org

People love to buy backpacks 
this time of year.

And backpacks matter.

Because of You...  
St. Augustine Society  
programs are there  

with outreach, shelter, food, and a plan helping make 

homelessness rare, brief, and one-time.



The Goff Family Shelter Was Built  
for Families Like Emma’s

A Reality Closer to Home  
Than Many Realize
As families across  
St. Johns County prepare 
for a new school year, 
hundreds of parents 
are shopping for school 
supplies, meeting teachers, 
and planning �rst-day 
photos.

But for some local families, 
the question isn’t what color backpack to buy.

It’s where their children will sleep tonight.

Family homelessness exists here in our own community, 
often hidden in cars, motels, campgrounds, or doubled up 
with relatives and friends.

Children experiencing homelessness carry burdens no child 
should have to carry.

Choose the Difference You’ll Make:  No matter the amount—what matters is that you show up, month after month, to help a neighbor find their way home.

Opening Doors for  
Local Families
�anks to you, the 
Go� Family Shelter 
expands St. Francis 
Housing Crisis 
Center’s ability to 
keep parents and 
children together 
during a housing 
crisis.

�e new shelter 
includes:

• Nine private 
bedrooms designed for families  
with minor children

• 37 beds for parents and children, more than 
doubling the previous family shelter capacity of 16 
beds

• Common spaces where children can complete 
homework, play, and spend time with their 
families

• Laundry facilities and showers that help families 
restore daily routines

• A safe, stable environment where parents can 
work with sta� toward permanent housing

With the Go� Family Shelter now open, more 
children in St. Johns County can begin the school 
year with something every child deserves:

�e certainty of knowing where they will 

sleep tonight.

Emma does her homework 
at a table in the Goff Family 
Shelter’s common area.

72% More Children 
Are Seeking Help
In recent years, St. Francis 

Housing Crisis Center 

experienced a 72% 

increase in children seeking 

assistance.

$25 – Helps welcome a family with 

nutritious meals during their first days  
at shelter.

$100 – Provide a safe place where 

children can sleep, eat, and begin 

restoring daily routines.



�e opening of the Go� Family 
Shelter represents years of 
planning, partnership, generosity, 
and commitment to local families 
experiencing homelessness.

Community members gathered 
this summer to tour the new shelter 
and celebrate the many people who 
helped make it possible.

�e project was strengthened by:

• Fran and Bob Go� and the Go� 
family

• �e City of St. Augustine

• Room sponsors who helped 
furnish spaces for families

• Volunteers who prepared the 
shelter for opening

• Community donors, businesses, 
churches, and organizations

• Supporters who believed local 
families needed a safe place to 
remain together during a housing 
crisis

�e Go� Family Shelter demonstrates 
what becomes possible when a 

community recognizes a growing 
need and chooses to respond.

No matter the amount—what matters is that you show up, month after month, to help a neighbor find their way home.

$250 – Helps families receive shelter 

and housing-focused support as they 

work toward permanent housing.

$500 – Ensures a shelter bed is  

available to a neighbor in crisis for three 

weeks.

Community leaders and supporters gathered to celebrate the opening of the Goff 
Family Shelter. 

From left: Scott Rock, Fran Goff, Bob Goff, Judith Dembowski, Cynthia Garris, Joy Case, 
Jim Springfield, Jacob Webber, and Corey Sakryd.

A Community Opened That Door

Become a Keyholder
Consistency Changes Lives
Just as children bene�t from consistency 
and routine, families experiencing 
homelessness bene�t from knowing support 
will be there when they need it most.

Monthly Keyholders provide that same 
consistency.

Your monthly gift helps ensure that when 
a family reaches out for help, shelter and 
support are waiting.

$19/month –   

Help ensure families 

like Emma’s always  

have a place to turn.



St. Augustine  
Society, Inc.
70 Washington Street

St. Augustine, Florida 32084

Yes, I want to be the key. I will become a monthly 

Keyholder and help provide shelter, meals, and a path forward for 

youth, families, and individuals in our community.

Enclosed is my contribution of 

■ $19   ■ $25  ■ $50  ■ $100   ■ $250   ■ $500   ■ Other ________

Please direct my contribution:   ■ Greatest Need    

■ St. Francis House  ■ Port in the Storm ■ SOS Street Outreach

Contact 904-824-8987 for more information. To donate online visit our 

website at stasociety.org

Donor Name: _____________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________

City:  ________________________________ State: _____ Zip: ______________

Phone:  __________________________________________________________

E-mail:  ___________________________________________________________

Payment:   ■ Check enclosed   ■ Charge credit card      

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________________

Expiration Date: ____________________ Security code: ______________

Signature:  ______________________________________________________

St. Francis Housing Crisis Center and Port in the Storm Homeless Youth Center, programs of St. Augustine Society, Inc. a 

501c3 organization EIN 59-2475614, certify the receipt of this donation.  In compliance with IRS regulations regarding char-

itable donations, no goods or services were provided in exchange for this gift.  State of Florida Solicitation of Contributions 

#CH1438.  100% of your contribution supports St. Augustine Society, Inc. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-

7352) WITHIN THE STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

Before school starts, 
something even more 
important comes �rst...

As another Florida summer draws to a close, I’m �lled 

with gratitude for what we’ve accomplished together 

and excitement for all that’s ahead. Every day across 

St. Augustine Society, lives are being changed because 

a caring community continues to show up. Families 

are �nding safety, young adults are discovering hope, 

and individuals experiencing homelessness are taking 

meaningful steps toward permanent housing. None of this 

happens by chance. It happens because compassionate 

people like you believe everyone deserves the opportunity 

to build a brighter future.

As we welcome the fall season, our focus remains on 

expanding that impact through strong community 

partnerships, meaningful donor support, dedicated 

volunteers, and fun opportunities to come together for 

a great cause. Whether you’re joining us at Mahjong for 

a Mission, becoming a monthly Keyholder, volunteering 

your time, or making a gift, you’re helping ensure our 

neighbors have the support they need to move from crisis 

to stability. �ank you for believing in this mission and for 

being such an important part of the work still to come.

     Be a Keyholder:

Your support provides 

life-changing 

opportunities for 

people experiencing 

homelessness. Give 

today to help unlock 

hope. 
Scan the Code or Visit:  

stasociety.org


